It can be truly said that all the very early medico-political work was chiefly directed towards standardisation, not only of the character, but also of the quality, of professional work of those men engaged in the practice of medicine, surgery, and midwifery. When Owing to the gross abuses of these schemes by the public, and the insolent and dictatorial manners of the administrators of these schemes towards the medical profession, war was declared on them, and after many years of strife the battle can be said to have been won by the profession.
The terms of settlement, through the channels of the Association's usual machinery, were actually being considered by divisions, when, in May, 1911, there was introduced into the House of Commons the National Health Insurance Bill, which Bill caused the Association's scheme to be thrown into the melting-pot. It is more than interesting to note, however, that the three main principles of their scheme were afterwards adopted in the Insurance Act. These were?(1) That the medical service should only l>e provided for persons below a certain income limit; (2) free choice of doctor; (3) every medical man in the district to have the right to take part in the service.
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